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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


At the special meeting of Council, Professor 
McCall, the President, took the Chair, and Sir 
Henry Simpson brought forward two motions— 
(1) that it is desirable to test the value of Dr. 
Koch’s recent discovery by scientific investigations 
and by applying his remedy to tuberculous animals, 
and thata sum of £250 as a first instalment be 
granted for this purpose :—(2) that in pursuance of 
this resolution, a gentleman of acknowledged emi- 
nence in the veterinary profession be requested to 
proceed to Berlin and place himself in communica- 
tion with Dr. Koch, and communicate the result of 
his investigations to the Council from time to time 
and as early as possible. 


The feeling generally expressed was that the time 
had hardly arrived for intruding upon Dr. Koch, 
but that, as his secret might at any time be made 
public and a supply of his remedy become available, 
it would be wise to be in readiness. The money 
was therefore granted in accordance with the first 
resolution, § Instead of rushing a man off to Berlin 
at once, as suggested by the other motion, it was de- 
cided to appoint a Committee with full power to act 
as s00n a8 necessary. 


_ One cannot repress a feeling of pity for Dr. Koch 
just now. He is essentially a scientific man—a 
careful, quiet, seeker after truth. When the Berlin 
Congress was held he, naturally, was asked to ad- 
dress the assembled savants on the subject of which 
he is the acknowledged master. Unfortunately his 
hand was forced, and he told of experiments he was 
conducting which he believed would lead to his 
finding a remedy. His acknowledged scientific 
greatness and caution at once raised the most san- 
gulne expectatious. and the lay press, with the least 
retiring of the medical profession, have ever since 
nm endeavouring to anticipate his conclusions. 
We all hope for the Doctor’s greatest success, 
use we know him to be a truly scientific man. 
Probably no other man living could have inspired 
such hopes and such strong faith in the whole medi- 
- world. We sincerely trust the strain put on 
aim may not be injurious; but he may well exclaim 
Save me from my friends.” 


4 a Midland Veterinary Association bave made a 
“3 inct advance. The report of their last meeting 
oe that they have not been content to discuss 
“lseases, but have adopted a proposal to test a most 
wmportant point in practical medicine. They have 


decided to systematically experiment on Black- 
quarter, jand settle the point as to the value of 
setoning or inoculating for its prevention. This 
course has been adopted on the motion of Mr. Mal- 
colm, but is really due to the teaching and writings 
of Professor McFadyean who has offered to supply 
vacein for experiment. A committee is appointed 
to supervise and report upon the work done, and we 
are glad to see that, in addition to well-known 
practitioners, it contains the name of Professor 
Penberthy who has devoted considerable attention 
to Black-quarter and Anthrax. Professor McFad- 
yean’s name does not appear upon the committee, 
but this is simply an oversight due to the belief that 
he could not find time to attend. We understand 
that his name will probably be added at next 
meeting, and that his advice and assistance has 
already been made available. To other Societies 
we commend the example of the Midland—to prac- 
tically test the results of scientific work. 


The paper read before the Midland Association by 
a Medical Officer of Health is also well worthy of 
careful perusal. The essayist is clearly a man of 
wide views and great experience, he acknowledges 
the necessity of assistance by veterinarians to com- 
pletely protect the public against the transmission 
of diseases from animals to man. He very pro- 
perly insists upon the M. O. H. being paramount in 
all those matters where human life and health is 
concerned, but he acknowledges that the special 
knowledge of animal diseases possessed by veteri- 
narians should always be available for the Local 
Authority. We have our own special sphere of 
usefulness and we have no wish to undertake more. 
We do however claim to deserve some recognition 
for special knowledge which is useful to the com- 
munity. Not in opposition to, but in conjunction 
with medical officers can we be of the greatest use to 
the nation; and we feel that we bave hardly as 
yet succeeded in obtaining due recognition. 


The New Charter, it will be remembered, was 
sent by the. Council to a Committee for further con- 
sideration. The Committee held its first meeting 
on Tuesday, and at once showed its impartial 
feeling by allowing reports of its proceedings to be 
published. This is quite a new departure, and is 
not to be accepted as a precedent. ‘There are many 
reasons why the details of Committee work should 
not be published, but as the subject was one of the 
the greatest importance, and the whole Council con- 
stituted the Committee, the special privilege of a 
report was granted. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


ADJUSTABLE SPLINT. 
By Jas. Cooke, F.R.C.V.S., Scarboro’. 


- Messrs. Arnold and Sons have made for me a 
splint which will be found useful in all cases where 
the limb is required to be kept in a fixed position. 
It will assist in bringing about a favourable termi- 
nation in cases of ruptured tendons, fractures, dis- 
locations, and open joints. After the operation of 
tenotomy it will be worth a trial, as by this means 
a rupture of the sesamoideal ligament, which is 
often diseased may be avoided. By its use it will 
not be necessary to tightly bandage the whole length 
of the limb from the foot to the 
elbow thus squeezing the blood out 
of the parts and causing numbness 
and swelling, thereby retarding the 
healing process and_ interfering 
with an open wound being properly 
dressed. The shoe will fit most 
sized feet and may be easily fixed 
without nails; the toe works ona 
pivot and the heel may be adjusted 
to suit the foot by means of different 
sized screws. ‘The heel can be raised 
from the ground if required by 
means of screw frost cogs (not shown 
in the drawing) The hinge joints 
at the fetlock are rendered fixed by 
a thumb screw, the splint by this 
means can be fitted to the limb at 
a suitable angle. At the knee both 
in front and behind there are pro- 
jecting pieces of the upper splints 
which fit into openings on the 
lower splints. If it is not neces- 
sary that the limb should be fixed ~* 
above the knee the upper parts can 
be removed. It may be suitable applied to the 
limbs of cattle or below the hock of the hind limb. 
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OPERATION FOR SIDE-BONE AND 
CONTRACTED FEET. 
By W. Loneuursr, M.R.C.V.S., Hull. 


Observing some remarks by Professor Smith of 
Aldershot, in reference to his sawing operation for 
the relief of Side-bone, Contracted Feet, &e. 
I recently wrote to Mr. J. H. Loft, F.RO.V.S., of 
Grimsby, in reference to two cases I operated on, 
some time back, and the answer fully bears out the 
value of the Professor’s operation. 

In the first case Mr. Loft states that the horse had 
been lame from contracted fore feet for at least 12 
months. Mr, had blistered him, and the 
horse had been to grass six months. Six months 
after the operation he was sound enough to be sold 


for a good figure, and has been at work ever since, 
«T have,” says Mr. Loft, “ often sat behind him and 
he goes as well as any other horse.” 

In regard to the second case—the feet have spread 
out and the horse does his work well; in both 
cases the animals were quite unfit for any kind of 
work. 

I may state that the cases I have operated on 
for side-bone in my own practice have done 
sp.endidly, and I am certain if Veterinary Surgeons 
would only give the operation a fair trial, and 
deepen the incisions a second time if required, the 
result would be excellent. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE MIDLAND COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the Association was held at the Bell 
Hotel, Derby, on Friday afternoon, the 14th of Novem- 
ber, when Mr. F. W. Wragg, the president, occupied the 
chair. There were present: Messrs. W. 8. Carless and 
G. Rossell, vice-presidents. Dr. Manley, West-Brom- 
wich ; Professor Penberthy, R.V.C.; Messrs. Burchnall, 
Loughborough ; J. H. Kenyon, Derby; J. Coe, Stoke; 
Captain Russell, Grantham; — Brett, Nottingham ; 
R. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyme; Geo. Smith, 
Tunstall ; J. A. Gold, Redditch ; F. B, Jones, Leicester ; 
— Wiggins, Market Harboro’; T. H. Merrick, North- 
ampton; A. L. Gibson, Birmingham ; Harvey Collett, 
West-Bromwich ; G. Wartnaby, Burton-on-Trent, and 
the Secretary (J. Malcolm). 

The Secretary read letters and telegrams which he had 
received from the following gentlemen, regretting their 
inability to be present: Sir H. Simpson, Professors 
Pritchard, McFadyean, Williams and Walley; Messrs. 
Blakeway, Olver, Greaves, Kidd, Barling, Beddard, 
Carless, &c. 


New MEMBERS. 


The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Society :—Messrs. Alton, Tutbury; J. R. Carless, 
Shrewsbury ; — Weighill, Gloucester; F. J. Carless, 
Stafford. 

Mr. Wiggins nominated Mr. Frazer, of Leicester, and 
Mr. Malcolm nominated Mr. Barrett, of Nungaton, and 
Mr. Crowhurst of Leamington ; and Dr. Manley, West- 
Bromwich, was nominated as an Honorary Associate. 


BLAcKLEG IN CALVEs. 


Mr. Malcolm proposed the following resolution 
standing in his name : “ That a committee be appoint 
to investigate and report on the efficacy of various pre- 
ventives of Blackleg in Calves.” He said, “In 
bringing this matter before you it may be desirable that 
I should explain what we really look for from this ev- 
quiry. In doing so I shall be as brief as possible, and 
shall not stand between you and the essayist of the day 
for more than a few minutes. Well then, in asking yo" 
to undertake this investigation we do not expect you to 
break up any new ground or undertake any new ° 
original research ; but what we do desire is that you 
shall test by practical experiment the efficacy of 
reputed preventives of blackleg, and report the result 
of these experiments. Practically we might limit the 


reputed preventives to two—setoning,and inoculation— 
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for although it is customary to give certain medicines 
and bleed in the name of prevention, no one really 
looked upon these latter methods as preventives, of 
course I do not say there might not be medicinal pre- 
ventives, but so far none were known—at least I know 
none, and never met a veterinary surgeon who did. 
With reference to setoning; it was for a long time 


looked upon as the one preventive, both by stock- | 
vent, so that in these eleven cases at any rate, setonin 


owners and veterinary surgeons. 


matter. This disease, throughout large portions of the 
county of Shropshire and certain portions of the coun- 
ties of Kent and Surrey, actually killed about seven per 
cent. of the animals, whilst they positively knew by ex- 
perience that it was a preventible disease. He had had 
an opportunity of seeing eleven animals that had been 
properly setoned, and which after due time had elapsed, 
had fallen victims to the disease it was sought to pre- 


During recent years however, since something was had not prevented black-quarter. Then as regard 
known of the real nature of the disease many had injection into the blood, that was tested on a large num- 


doubted the efficacy of setoning in preventing it. 


We | ber of animals, and while speaking of that, he should 


failed to see how a specific disease due to a specific or- also like to say that they could not draw any con- 


ganism could be prevented by the insertion of a piece of 
string in the dewlap. But, on the other hand, it 
should be remembered that when any belief was so 
firmly held as was the belief in the benefits of setoning 
for blackleg there was frequently to be found some good 
foundation for that belief, and recently a somewhat in- 
genious attempt had been made to explain the action of 
setoning. It was said that a constant sequel of seton- 
ing was suppuration, and that no suppuration took 
place without the presence of organisms, and might not 
these pyogenic organisms act as the prophylactic 
agents in the prevention of blackleg, in a similar way 
that the virus of cow-pox prevented small-pox. Whether 
there is anything in that is not for me to say, nor 


would I ask the committee in what way setons acted, 


but I would ask them to settle the question, did they 
act at all? Wewant some positive information on 
the point, and so far we have only negative. The 
members of this Society want to be able to go to their 
clients and say with authority “setoning is a preven- 
tive,” or “ setoning is not a preventive.”” As a proof of 
the diverse opinion now existing on the matter one 
member of that Society asserted he had setoned 
thousands and all had been protected from blackleg. 
Another member was equally positive of its inefficacy, 
I have only setoned about a hundred altogether, yet I 
have seen two or three ofjthese lying dead from black- 
leg with the setons in their dewlaps. 

_ Proceeding to the next reputed preventive, namely, 
inoculation, he referred to the large extent it had been 
used on the continent. It was found that when the 
muscle juice from the emphysematous swelling of 
blackleg was injected into the subcutaneous tissue of 
healthy calves fatal blackleg supervened, but if this 
liquid was injected into the blood stream no marked 


disturbance followed, yet the animal was protected from | beneficial results. 
colm for bringing the matter forward in the manner he 
had done. 
mittee in every possible way in making out a report. 


the disease. This was the method introduced into this 
country by the late Professor Robertson and by Profes- 
sor Penberthy, and they were indebted to them for 
showing that inoculation was a real preventive. This 
method had not extended, probably on account of diffi- 
culty in obtaining the fresh virus, and probably also 
owing to the somewhat delicate and risky nature of the 
operation. They were recently informed by Professor 
McFadyean that on the Continent all difficulty and risk 
in the operation had been removed by the employment 
of an attenuated virus, and that perfect immunity from 
kleg was claimed in animals so inoculated, and it 
Was said that 1100 animals had been operated upon this 
year without a single mishap. If results like that were 
attainable on the Continent surely the same might be 
i here. He had been in Communication with 
~ Folessor McFadyean, and indeed it was entirely at his 
een that this investigation was proposed, from 
he - he read a letter suggesting methods of procedure 
th © matter, and offering to supply the attenuated vac- 
" pe — to give the Association any other assistance in 
Professor PENBgrTuy, in secondi 
said the subject was one of es 
he thoroughly endorsed the i 


the resolution, 
ial interest to him, and 
_of an inquiry into the 


of animals. 


calves with the best possible result. 
in giving about a wine-glassful of turpentine every 
month. 


of setoning, but he was to a certain extent. 


clusions from experiments on a small number of ani- 
mals, because many animals were known to be immune 
to disease, while others contracted it very readily. Un- 
less they had a large number of animals at their dis- 
posal, it was not worth their while taking any steps in 
the matter. 


Mr. Brett said he was brought up upon a blackleg 


farm, and they used to drench the animals every month. 
So long as that was carried out, they never lost one ani- 
mal, but on one occasion, the operation was missed for 
two mouths, and two of the best heifers were found 
dead. The drenching was re-continued, and no more 
animals were lost. 
and they tried setoning for a change, but they lost many 
calves, and went back to drenching once more, with the 
same satisfactory results. 


It became a great trouble, however, 


Mr. Merrick said he had had a great deal of black- 


_leg in his country, and he used to seton a large number 
That was generally looked upon as a pre- | 
ventive, but it was not a total preventive. He 
agreed with Mr. Brett on the subject of drenching, but 
the only difficulty appeared to be that they could not 
to drench every month. 


TrieGerR said he had great experience in black- 


leg, and he honestly believed in setoning as a preven- 
tive. He did not believe it infallible, because he had 


seen setoned calves die. 


Mr. Smiru said he had setoned many hundreds of 
He believed also 


Capt. RussELt said he was not altogether a champion 
He knew 


of the case of agentleman who had lost a lot of .calves 
through black-quarter, and who tried setoning with 


Their thanks were due to Mr: Mal- 
He should be happy to assist the com- 


Mr. Matcoum’s resolution was then submitted to the 


meeting and carried unanimously. After which that gen- 
tleman said he should propose the committee be a small 
one for obvious reasons. 


A large number on the com- 


‘mittee would only prove a hindrance, yet he had no 


doubt that any member, of the Association would be 
heartily welcomed at any of the meetings. 


e should 
ropose that the committee consist of Professor Pen- 


_berthy, Captain Russell, Mr. Blakeway, senior, and Mr. 
Olver, himself (as secretary,) and the chairman of course 
_ being ex-offigio members of the committee, with the dis- 


tinct understanding 
_tion be allowed to attend the meetings. |The carrying 
out of the arrangements might very well be left to the 
committee, as it would not be wise to tie their hands in 


any way. 


that every member of that Associa- 


Mr. Warrtnasy seconded the appointment of the 


gentlemen mentioned, and said he thought the selection 

a very desirable one. 

carrying out the ——— on farms where black- 
t 


leg was prevalent. If 
subj them to jother influences than those with 


He suggested the advisability of 


y took the calves away and 
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which they were originally surrounded they would, to a 
material extent, deteriorate the value of the experiments. 
The proposition was carried unanimously. 


Dr. Maney, Medical Officer of Health for West- 
Bromwich, read a paper, which is given as follows :-— 


THE JOINT SANITARY WORK OF THE 
MEDICAL AND VETERINARY PROFESSION. 
By Hervert Mantey, M.D. B.C.,Cantab., D.P.H. 
Medical Officer of Health to the Borough of West Bromwich. 


Mr. Presipent and GENTLEMEN, 


When it was suggested to me that a paper from my 
humble self would be considered worthy of your accept- 
ance I can assure you that I felt it to be a compliment 
to so young a member of my profession, and in casting 
about for a subject upon which we might meet on com- 
mon ground, it seemed to me that some of my own diffi- 
culties asa M.O.H. might furnish me with a text for 
my address. 

When I became a sanitary officer in my own right at the 
commencement of this year, the work was not new to me as 
I had been assisting my predecessor in office for several 
years previous, but it was not until I became personally 
responsible that I fully realised some of the difficulties 
under which I should have to labour, and when I found 
that in some of these troublesome matters I could be 
benefited by the intelligent co-operation of my veteri- 
nary friends I thought I should not do amiss in bring- 
ing them before your notice. 

First then, Sir, I propose to speak of the, question of 
meat supply : here if anywhere we must unite our for- 
ces: there is no need for me to tell you of the impor- 
tance of a healthy meat supply; probably you are as 
well aware as I am of the enactments under which it 
may be provided: and of the practical difficulties in 
carrying them out. Professor Walley has, I fear not 
without good reason, derided the ability of the average 
medical man to judge of the soundness or otherwise of 
flesh for human food ; and I am bound to admit speak- 
ing from the experience of my own education that he is 
right. The study of comparative anatomy, physiology 
and pathology is almost unknown in our medical schools : 
there are, however, some of us who have endeavoured to 

uire some knowledge of such subjects, and who are 
fully aware of their increasing importance ; for myself, 
the more I become acquainted with comparative path- 
ology the more do I feel the need of expert assistance. 
_ Now Sir, as to the meat question : at the present time 
in most sanitary authorities the inspection of meat is 
either entirely neglected or else is carried out under 
such disadvantageous circumstances as to be practically 
useless. In the large towns e.g. London, Liverpool 
Hull, &c., where there are public abattoirs and where 
the meat can be inspected with ease, it is possible to 
carry out the duties of an inspector; but in such a case 
as my own very little can be done. Perhaps West 
Bromwich is an exception, but I fear it is not so, I 
found upon the slaughterhouse register no less than 135 
licensed slaughterhouses and this for a population of 
60,009 ; no less than 45 of these are actually in use, and 
scattered over an acreage of 5710. This makes inspec- 
tion pretty difficult ; but when the only inspector is the 
sanitary inspector who has the whole Borough under his 
charge and who also has to work the notification Act 
you will see the need of something like a properly quali- 
fied inspector : at the present time the veterinary sur- 
geon has no locus standi in the condemnation of meat : 


and the medical officer of health, and they have not even 
discretionary power to call in a veterinary expert. My 
contention is that in this matter the veterinary surgeon 
and the medical officer should act together, and that the 
opinion of either should be taken, or if necessary, of 
both, and this is essentially a matter which it is to the 
interest of your profession to take up. _I have not said 
much about the provision of public or central slaughter- 
houses, because I feel sure that it is a subject upon which 
we are all agreed, but there is a point to be considered 
and that is the extreme importance of an inspection of 
the viscera of slaughtered animals. As a point of detail 
I may mention the presence of hydatids in pigs and fluke 
in sheep’s liver, and how far it is necessary to condemn. 

Now apart from animals killed by butchers there is a 
large quantity of meat prepared for food in unlicensed 
premises, and it is necessary to remember that the power 
of inpection and seizure in these is absolutely nil. [ 
refer more especially to two classes of slaughtering, first 
the killing of home-fed pigs, and secondly, to the slaughter- 
ing of animals which would otherwise die. 

The latter class of cases fall under the notice of the 
veterinary surgeon, but he is quite powerless in the mat- 
ter except in the case of scheduled diseases while in such 
instances as puerperal apoplexy, tuberculosis, &c., no 
one can prevert the removal of the carcase from the 
premises. I presume that these remarks would apply 
even more generally in rural districts than in towns. 
Thirdly I have understood there are those among you 
who are not quite so anxious to undertake this work as 
Professor Walley would have us think. 

Professor Walley who is an enthuisiast in these 
matters, and who is always very ready to puint out to us 
how much better these things are done across the bor- 
der, seems to think that no meat inspection at all is 
done in most English towns, and in his zeal for the 
honourable profession of veterinary surgeons—suggests 
that the medical officer of health should be entirely su- 
perseded. From this view I must venture to dissent 
entirely. 

I recognise to the fullthe value of expert assistance 
and advice, but I must advance a few reasons to 
justify the maintenance of the present paramount posi- 
tion of the medical officer: it is absolutely necessary 
that the departments of Public Health of every local 
board should have one responsible head, and the inspec- 
tion of meat being but one of many detailed duties of 
the department, it should be quite sufficient for the 
M.0O.H. already responsible for the acts of his in- 
spectors to include this responsibility also. 

Further there are a large number of cases in which no 
expert opinion is required: the seizure of meat so de- 
composed as to be unfit for human food, is an event 
which occurs quite as frequently as seizure for disease, 
and the machinery afforded by the Public Health Act 1s 
quite sufficient for such cases. 

Now Sir, it appears to me but right, before I leave 
this portion of my subject, to refer very briefly to the 
diseases which render condemnation necessary or 4¢- 
visable. On some we are all agreed, while some form 
the burning questions of the modern comparative patho- 
logist. I.will not enter into the tubercle controversy : 

you have, I believe, only recently discussed it and the 

question remains undecided: but there is one point 

upon which I am not quite clear, and that is, how far 
you consider it possible to eradicate tuberculosis! 

Surely the great factor in the production of tuberculous 

animals, whether human or otherwise, is the permission 

accorded to their tuberculous parents, especially on the 

maternal side of breeding at all. I have always thought 

that if we could prevent our human mothers from breet 

ing when victims of tuberculosis much pain might be 

saved to their unborn children, and I should be glad to 


the question is entirely left to the inspector of nuisances 


hear any remarks upon the etiology of bovine pht 
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from some of your members, and to learn whether my 
ideas are hopelessly wrong. 

With all due respect te the opinions of others I still 
hesitate to believe that the eating of the flesh of tuber- 
culous animals, especially in the early stages, is either as 
common or as productive of tubercle as is asserted: my 
own experience has been that the vast majority of tuber- 
culous patients suffer from hereditary causes, and are 
descended from an ancestry tainted either by phthisis or 
struma. 

The condemnation of carcases where there, has been 
puerperal apoplexy is another moot point, and here 
while my opinion rather leans towards condemnation, I 
feel that it would be unfair to draw tvo hard and fast 
a line. 

I pass now to the second portion of my subject: the 
milk supply. Here, as before, we meet on common 
ground, only that your position in this case has been 
better recognised and more clearly defined than in the 
former. 

But if complaint is made of the manner in which meat 
inspection is conducted what about our milk supply: in 
my unfortunate borough if you want any information 
about the subject you must “ask a policeman.” This 
matter, which even more than the other affects the 
health and well-being of the population, seems in many 
cases (for I believe W. B. is not an isolated instance) to have 
escaped from the control of the medical officer altogether 
—further then that, it has fallen into the hands of 
another minister and is called agriculture. 

But while it falls to my duty to ascertain the local 
conditions of the supply, the drainage, water supply, 
cleanliness, &c., of the premises which are with- 
in my reach, to you is allowed the much more difficult 
task of deciding whether a cow is fit to give milk for 
human food and of preventing her owner from using the 
milk. We who dwell in towns are at the mercy of 
chance inspection by men in rural districts, covering an 
immense area of daily work, and whose sins of omission 
are only obscurely manifest at the ead of a prolonged 
investigation into the cause of an obscure case of fever 
fifty miles away. The joint character of our duties in 
this question of milk supply has been more especially 
recognised by the most recent sanitary enactment, I 
mean the Infectious Disease Prevention Act, 1890. Here 
in clause 4 we are associated, I to inspect the premises 
and you to inspect the cows, but what then, I as M. O. H. 
of course have a recognised position but mention is not 
made of any payment to the V.S. for his services. But 
this joint inspection is only authorised when the M.O.H. 
is of opinion that one of the infectious disorders men- 
tioned in the Act has arisen from milk supplied on the 
farm : from the V.S. point of view I have yet to learn that 
Smallpox, Typhoid Fever, Erysipelas or Diphtheria are 
ever caused by milk from animals possessing diseases 
analogous to these. 

There remains, therefore, Scarlet Fever ; here again 
= investigations of Mr. Power and Dr. Klein, at Hen- 
Cow are regarded as of little account by .the Privy 

ouncil : no doubt the question of contagion from dis- 
pipe! milk will have to be yet further worked out, and 
2 will be for the professions jointly to collect such evi- 

ence as may decide whether or not Diphtheritic throats 
from rinderpest, &c. 

ay, however, not be Jamiss if I ve iefl i 

classical cases of milk 
asedaanG Said to be a scarlatinal eruption and 
affectic and udder, followed by general skin 

Wan other visceral disease, produced scarlatina. 
hotel TSHIRE. Where opinions were divided be- 

n true J ennerian cow-pox :(Crookshank) and sup- 
purative mastitis (Klein). No scarlatina traceable. 
DINBURGH. Contagious ulceration of teats and 


u no constitutional disturbance, produced sore 


throat and fever, but no rash or ophthalmic membrane. 

4. Dunpgez. Teat eruption, no constitutional dis- 
turbance, said to have caused typhoid. 

In the face of this pvt! negative evidence it 
would, I think, be rash to jump at conclusions. That 
milk from unhealthy cows may cause diarrhoea we all 
know: and many of us may be of opinion that the milk 
of tuberculous cows is not fit for human consumption, 
but so far neither of these facts is recognised by the 
legislature. 

Four years ago sanitarians congratulated themselves 
that at last some good would be done in the direction of 
efficient milk-inspection—the machinery 
exists and it is for us to see that is is oiled and used. 

What, then, are the points to which legislation should 
be directed ? 

I. The compulsory provision of public abattoirs in all 
towns exceeding a certain population. 

II. Failing that: power to remove slaughterhouses 
from the register when improperly situated, too near a 
dwelling, bad access, &c., &c. No compensation to be 
given for removal if a public jabattoir is provided. _ All 
disused slaughterhouses to be removed from the register 
at six month’s notice. 

III. Compulsory appointment of veterinary in- 
pectors as experts for reference, not as inspectors in the 
first instance,but as referees when needed, alternative to, 
or in conjunction with the M. O. H. 

a Recognition of tubercle as rendering meat 
unfit. 

V. Power to seize and destroy tubercular carcases. 

B. . Efficient working of the D. C. 8S. and inspectors 
order. 

VII. Compulsory isolation of sick cows. 

My essay would be incomplete without some refer- 
ence to the relationship between us upon the broader 
lines of the comparative study of disease. Questions 
of the communicability of phthisis by pet animals, of 
the contagiousness of tubercle, of the transmission of 
diphtheria by cats, and of the simultaneous invasion of 
men and animals by the recent influenza, all form the 
basis of a common ground upon which the two pro- 
fessions may meet in scientific fellowship. I feel cer- 
tain that the further my colleagues go in the study,of 
comparative pathology the more they will appreciate 
the good friendship of those who labour in the same 
microscopic field though with a different purpose. 

No one is more conscious than myself of the many 
shortcomings of this paper: I feel that in more than 
one place much that I have said has been said already, 
and much might have been said better than I have 
said it. My object has been, to the best of my ability, 
to call your attention to some of the work which lies 
before both of our professions—sanitation has done 
much in the last fifteen years—much remains to be 
done. Reforms can be only initiated and carried by 
united action, backed by individual effort, and I can 
imagine no better ground on which we can meet 
than the desire to improve the condition of those 
around us. 


At the conclusion of the paper Dr. Manley was warmly 
applauded. 
Discussion. 


Mr. RossELL commenced the controversy, by asking 
a question on the subject of parturient apoplexy. He 
wanted to know fat what stage of the complaint Dr. 
Manley would draw the line in the matter of the food 
being fit for consumption. 

Mr. Merrick said that was a very interesting ques- 
tion to him, for in the County of Northampton, he had 
a large number of cases, a great majority of the animals 
being in good condition. If a cow was in full con- 


dition and he found, on going to see her, that she had 
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parturient apoplexy, he gave it as his advice to cut her 
throat to save oe ife. “ had seen cases in which he 
would not have hesitated in eating any portion of the 
meat, He thought it was only prejudice, He might 
mention one thing, however, that when he advised the 
slaughtering of the animal for sale, it was only when he 
had not previously administered medicine. 
Mr. Tricgeer thought the paper they had heard read 
afforded them much food for reflection. With regard 
to tuberculous animals, he quite agreed with the Doctor 
that there were many tuberculous animals that might 
be eaten with impunity. If ill-effects were produced 
at all from taking tuberculous meat, it would be by con- 
stantly feeding on it. He did not mean to say that an 
animal in an advanced state of tuberculosis should go 
into the market. With regard to home-fed pigs, about 
which the Doctor had spoken, he sent Professor Pen- 
berthy a tuberculous spleen of a pig which had been 
slaughtered, and which, by the way, the Professor had 
preserved in the College Museum. It was a splendid 
specimen, and an examination of the pig revealed the 
fact that the muscles down each side of the spinal column 
were one mass of tubercle. The query was whether 
they should eat the pigor sell it. His advice was not 
to eat it, but what became of it, he could not tell. He 
believed it eventually found its way into the market 
(laughter). With regard to the inspection of meat, he 
ventured to disagree with Dr. Manley. He thought it 
should be taken out ef the hands of the medical officer 
altogether, and placed in the hands of the veterinary 
surgeons. He did not think the veterinary surgeon 
should be subordinate to the doctor. They should act to- 
gether inthe inspection of meat. The doctor might 
act in the case of decomposed meat, but when it came 
to a question of disease, the veterinary surgeon ought to 
be consulted. He did not say so out of any feeling in the 
matter, because in his town that very course was pur- 
sued by special instructions from the magistrates. 
With regard to hereditary diseases, the Doctor had laid 
much stress upou the heredity of mothers. He 
should have laid equal stress upon the heredity ' of 
fathers. He quoted an instance, that had come under 
his own knowledge, when tuberculosis had been found 
in pigs, distinctly attributable to their sire. With re- 
gard to parturient apoplexy, he had little hesitation 
about passing animals thus afflicted into the market. 
He did not like the idea of eating it himself, but he had 
come to the conclusion that unless he had known any- 
thing about the beast before its death, he would have 
found out nothing afterwards, He saw nothing to 
revent meat suffering from parturient apoplexy going 
into the market. The question was asked, and very 
rightly too, as to where they should draw the line. He 
himself did not know where they could. He had sus. 
ected cases, where the animal had actually died of the 
ease, being dressed for market, whilst he had seen 
cows killed at a time when it would have been impos- 
sible to say how much long. r they would have lived, but 
he had never known any ill-effects arise from eating the 
meat. He did not advocate the passing of that meat 
into the market in such an advanced stage. He did 
not think there could be any ill-effects, unless the ani- 
mal had had a quantity of medicine before its death, in 
which case it might produce nausea. On the question 
of the supply of milk, he should have more hesitation in 
po from tuberculous cows than in’ 
casually eating tuberculous meat. He alw. i 
milk boiled before drinking it had. 
apt. Russetn said he had derived conside 
knowledge from the paper Dr. Manley had just —_ 
He might mention, for the information of those gentle- 
men present who were not already acquainted with the 
fact, that in some portion of the Health Act. it was 
stipulated that no carcase of any animal slaughtered 


Sithin one week of parturition should be sold as food 

forman. As regarded tuberculosis, he had no hesita- 
tion in saying that thousands of children were killed 
every year through drinking milk of tuberculous cows. 

Mr. Merrick asked the previous speaker his opinion 
as to whether meat was g or not when killed within 
seven day”. of parturition. 

Capt. Russet replied that he could honestly say that 
he had never known or heard of any ill-effects arising 
through such meat being eaten, although he had no 
doubt it was constantly being placed in the market. In 
fact, he would not take his oath that he had not eaten 
some of it himself. 

Mr. Brett thought that in 75 cases out of every 100, 
the milk was contaminated after it left the cow. He 
thought the medical officer and the veterinary surgeon 
should act together, and the veterinary officer appointed 
should have no practice, so that he never need fear giv- 
ing offence to his clients. If their clients were affected, 
they could not help taking a lenient view. 

Mr. Merrick said he should be very sorry to see a 
veterinary surgeon go to his town as an official without 
being allowed to practice. 

Professor PENBERTHY said they could not over-rate 
the importance of the subject under discussion, They 
had had a very bold admission from Dr. Manley, that 
his profession was not educated up to carrying out all 
the duties that were at the present time imposed upon 
it. From his knowledge of almost all medical schools, 
his opinion was the same. He held that the medical 

rofession was not fit to hold control in certain matters, 
for the public only naturally looked for advice to those 
persons who were intimately acquainted with the nature 
of the disease, and if it affected animals, they would go 
to their profession rather than to the medical man. 
They must ask the question of the medical man, has his 
attention been directed much to the intercommunica- 
bility from the lower animals to the higher animals, and 
from the higher animals to the lower, in the study of 
human medicine? He (the professor) said that the 
knowledge placed at the disposal of students in the 
course of veterinary medicine was such as should be 
utilized in the public service for the prevention of the 
spread of diseases which were intercommunicable. The 
human subject was the chief consideration of the medi- 
cal practitioner, those of the veterinary surgeon being 
the lower animals and the interests of their clients. Still 
he could not allow for one moment that veterinary sur- 
geons would lend themselves to protect their own clients 
at the expense of other people, as had been hinted. 
Veterinary surgeons mat hold different views, but 
when they came to touch upon their moral principles as 
affected by pecuniary considerations, he could not allow 
it. There wasa tendency for humanity—not veter- 
nary surgeons only—to err on one side, and in his 
opinion they ought all to work in concert. He thought 
every local authority, of whatever position, ought to 
have two officers for the purposes of the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act in such matters as the inspec 
tion of meat, &c., a medical officer and a veterinary sur 
geon. Hedid not say equally sad officials, because 
they all ktiew that the niedical officer could earn more 
guineas than the veterinary surgeon. But let ther 
positions be equal. He thought the veterinary sur 
geon was the man who should say whether an anim 
was or was not subject to, or suffering from disease. 
That the veterinary profession would play a considerable 
in that matter in the future, he had little doubt. 

e was glad to hear Capt. Russell bring forward that 
matter of the Health Act, of which, he believed, their 
profession, as a whole, was not aware. It might be, a” 
indeed it had been said that the veterinary surgeon 
no locus standi, but they were really in a position 


legally advise their clients. A question had been ask- 
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ed as to cows dying, or being killed in order to prevent 
their dying in the natural way from parturient apoplexy. 
He did not think that because a little blood had slipped 
out, the carcase was likely to produce any special disease. 
If he gave a shilling or eighteenpence a pound for beef, 
he would much prefer that it had not died of parturient 
apoplexy. He thought, if the public were willing to 
buy such meat, it should be labelled, and they should 
fine the person so many pounds if he left the label off 
the carcase. As regarded the milk question, he thought 
Dr. Manley would allow that milk might produce tuber- 
culosis without their being able to find any tubercle. 

Mr. SmitH said he had had many cases of parturient 
apoplexy, and the great difficulty he found in having 
such animals killed was for the poor man tw get any- 
thing for them. The butcher came, and taking advan- 
tage of the condition in which the ccw was, struck a 
very cheap bargain, killed, the cow, and made a great 
profit out of the sale. 

Dr. Maney, in replying on the discussion, said he 
was very much obliged to those gentlemen who had 
spoken on what he had had to say. He was pleased to 
say he had gleaned some information. He did not 
know that part of the Public Health Act which Capt. 
Russell had referred to. With regard to the question 
of parturient apoplexy, so much had been said upon it, 
that he thought Mr. Kossell’s query was already answered. 
Cases must be judged upon their own merits. The 
sa Be he always asked was whether the cow had been 

nched and “ physicked’”’ or not. From the con- 
dition of the animal it was very hard to say whether it 
had really been diseased or not. He thought some of 
them had a little over-rated what he had said about the 
veterinary surgeon being subordinate to the medical 
officer. He did not mean that at all. Mr. Trigger 
had argued that heredity could be paternal as well as 
maternal. He (Dr. Manley) merely said “ maternal” 
because in the human subject they attached much im- 
portance to heredity on the mother’s side. It was the 
rule with some insurance offices to refuse cases where 
there was maternal disease, whilst cases where the 
disease was on the father’s side were generally admitted. 
He could only thank them very much for the very kind 
reception they had accorded him. 

Mr. TrigGeR moved a vote of thanks to Dr. Manley 
for having so kindly consented to go amongst them to- 
day and read to them so able and interesting a paper. 
He thought they were extremely indebted to him, and 
they would, on all occasions, have very great pleasure in 
Welcoming amongst them any member of the medical 
profession. 

The CuarrMaNn seconded, and said he personally ten- 
dered his hearty thanks to Dr. Manley. They had on 
several occasions been honoured by the presence of 
medical gentlemen, who had read them scientific papers 
and taken part in their discussions. It was very pleas- 
ing to find the two professions coming into closer com- 
emncay one with the other, and he hoped that in the 

ture they would work even more amicably together 
than they had done in the past. 

The vote of thanks was unanimously carried, and 
mere phe applause, Dr. Manley returned thanks. He 
= o had no more to say except to repeat his assur- 
ae at he was deeply grateful for the kindness that 

been extended towards him. So far as he could, 
he should always endeavour to do his best towards 
cementing the friendship between the two professions 
to Day, they respectively belonged. 

apt. Russeti then nominated Dr. MANLEY an hon- 


orary associate of th : ge 
cordially accep e Society. The nomination was 


F THE YORKSHIRE 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
(Continued from page 233). 


NEW MEMBERS. 


The Chairman nominated Mr. T. Barker, of Pateley 
Bridge, for membership. Mr. F. W. 8S. Clough, of 
Morley, was elected a member, as also were Mr. F. 8. 
Snarry, Malton, and Mr. A. Gledhill, Halifax. 


FINANCE, 


The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. J. E. Scriven) read the 
annual financial statement which showed the rere | 
condition of the Society. It was unanimously adopted, 


NEW RULES. 


On the motion of the Hon. Szcretary, seconded by 
Mr. Scriven, it was decided that the rule in reference to 
subscriptions should be altered to the following : “ That 
each member pay £1 1s. for the first year on entrance, 
and 10s. 6d. for each year following.”’ 

It was resolved, on the motion of the Hon. Secretary, 
seconded by Mr. Bowman, that the rule relating to the 
holding of the meetings of the Association should read : 
“That the meeting of the Association shall be held on 
the last Friday in the months of January, April, July, 
and October.” 


THE PROPOSED NEW DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


Mr. Greaves said: When I was in this room on a for- 
er occasion the members of this Yorkshire Association 
intimated their intention to institute a new Association 
for the defence of their members. At that time 
the present Defence Association, which has been in 
existence for some twenty years, demanded an entrance 
fee, from would-be members, of £5 5s., and it was also 
necessary for any member requiring the assistance of the 
Society to deposit £5 in the hands of the Treasurer. 
That was taken umbrage at by the members of this 
Association, they thought it was time some alteration 
should be made, or they would proceed to form a new 
Association. Since then the old Association have held 
a meeting, and I think you will be pleased to learn that 
the £5 5s. entrance fee has been reduced to £1 1s., with 
an annual subscription of 10s. 6d., and the placing of a 
£5 deposit has been done away with. (Hear, hear.) 
That having been done, I understand, from a communi- 
cation from Mr. Briggs, that the proposed new Associa- 
tion will not be proceeded with. I am pleased to see 
that, and I can assure you, gentlemen, that the old 
Association will feel it their duty to do everything they 
can for their members. It was founded, as you know, 
on certain lines, and 1 hope there will now be no neces- 
sity for the new Society. 

Mr. Toorr: I learn with surprise from Mr. Greaves 
that our presence here at the last meeting was simply a 
useless one. We passed a resolution to form, to all in- 
tents and purposes, a new Society, and appdinted an 
executive to carry out our resolation. From what I hear 
now, I presume that our executive have not acted at all, 
and that we have no Society. Iam at a loss to under- 
stand why this isso. I don’t think it was altogether 
the matter of the fee to the Defence Society. It was 
the method in which they conducted their business, and 
the object of having a new Society was to conduct the 
business in a different sort of manner. (Hear, hear.) 
I think we must certainly call into question the action 
of our committee. 

The Cuarrman: Mr. Briggs was the chief mover in 
this affair, and perhaps as he is not present it would be 
as well to pass this matter over to the next meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary read the remarks made by Mr. 
Briggs, at the meeting held on April 25th. He said at 
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the next meeting, the officials of this Society were ap- 
pointed to carry out the formation of this new Associa- 
tion. I may say that Mr. Briggs took this affair into his 
own hands. I heard nothing from him about it, and all 
I have heard of the proceeding of the Lancashire 
Association has been through Mr. Briggs. He told me, 
and Mr. Greaves told me, that, in spite of considerable 
opposition, the fees to the old Association had been 
reduced. Mr. Briggs afterwards wrote me, saying he 
did not think it would be advisable dfter that to form a 
new Association. 

Mr. Toor proposed: “ That this matter be brought 
forward for discussion at the next meeting.” 

Mr. Bowman : I don’t see how we can bring it forward 
again. We left the matter with the committee, and 
they appear to think it best to join the old Association, 
and I think we had better let the matter drop. 

Mr. Pickerine: I think, at a meeting we had, where 


' several members were present, we said if the old Society 


would reduce the fees, we really did not want a new 
Society. We felt the necessity of something being done 
after the Snarry case. I think most members present, 
and the majority of the profession, feel we need a 
Defence Society of some kind. 

The Cuatrman : Do I understand you, the committee 
decided not to proceed with the matter or what ? 

Mr. Pickrertnc: We never had a committee meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary: There has been uo meeting 
of the committee of this new Society. Whatever has 
transpired has been private. 

Mr. ToorE: Ll understand a committee was appointed 
for the purpose of forming a new Society. I suppose 
they will yet form that new Society. Have they any 
sufficient reason why that should not be done ? 

Mr. J. Carter: I was at the last meeting here, and 
from what has appeared in The Record from Mr. Briggs, 
it seemed that it was never the intention to form the 
ye Society, but simply to use it as a lever to re- 

orm the old Association (hear, hear), and having got 
what was required I understand the proposed scheme 
has broken down. 

The Hon. Szecrerary: That is the way I take it. 

Mr. J. Carter: I have belonged to the old Society 
along with Mr. Greaves, since its formation, and I am 
sure the Council have always given every attention to 
cases brought before them, and if they saw there was no 
chance of fighting, they compensated the owner rather 
than go to law. From what Mr. Briggs has said I should 
think he doesn’t wish to go on. 

The CuarrMAN: Has there been a report of a com- 
mittee meeting 

The Hon. Secretary: There has been no meeting. 

The Cuartrman: I must ask them to give a report at 
the next meeting. 

Mr. Pickerine: No meeting has been held, and I 
don’t know we have anything to report on. 

The Cuatrman: In that case we can’t carry the mat- 
ter any further. The committee is formed to enquire 
into a certain matter, and they don’t produce any 
report. What can we do? 

_The Hon. Secretary: After what Mr. Briggs said in 
his letter to The Record I thought the whole thing had 
dropped through. 

r. ScrivEN: I attended the meeting of the National 
Defence Association, and seconded the proposition to 
reduce the entrance fee to a guinea. Another gentleman 
proposed it should be £5 for five years, and that was 
seconded. Another gentleman proposed £1 for three 
years, and that received a seconder. They took all these 
amendments, but after all we beat them. (Hear hear.) 
That was all, as I understand, you and Mr. "Briggs 
wanted, and therefore he wrote to The Record, and prac- 
tically said: “ What we were doing was to frighten 


them into giving us it.’ What do you want now with 
‘a new Association ? (Laughter, and Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Toore: Many reasons were adduced why we 
should have a local Association, one being to assist each 
other in a greater degree, and probably in a more agree- 
able manner than the old Association does. : 

Mr. Wurreneav: I don’t think the subscription was 
the only point brought out. What about Mr. Walker, 
of Halifax, and his case ? 

Mr. Toore proposed: “That the committee prepare a 
report of what has been done in the matter, and that 
the matter be deferred to the next meeting.” 

This was seconded by Mr. WHITEHEAD. 

Mr. ScrivEN moved an amendment: “That no fur- 
ther steps be taken with regard to forming a new 
Defence Association.” 

Mr. J. Carter seconded this; and on the motions 
being put to the meeting, the amendment was carried by 
a large majority. 


THE OFFICERS FOR 1891. 


The Hon. Secretary: It is usual to appoint our 
President according to seniority of membership of those 
who have not filled the chair. Messrs. Toope, Bowman, 
and Whitehead are the next on the list, having been 
elected in the same year, though Mr. Whitehead was 
made a member at a later meeting. I believe Mr. Bow- 
man withdraws in favour of Mr. Toope. 

Mr. Bowman: I beg to propose that Mr. Toope be 
elected President of this Association for the ensuing 
twelve months. I am sure he will make a very good 
president indeed, and do us all credit. (Hear, hear.) 

This was seconded by Mr. Scriven, supported by Mr. 
Axg, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Toops, in returning thanks, said : I trust my year 
of office may not be entirely without some practical good 
to the members of the profession. (Applause.) 

The following Vice-Presidents were elected: Mr. Joe 
Clarkson and Mr. Mason, together with the retiring 
President, Mr. Briggs. 

The CuarRMAN proposed that Mr. Greenhalgh be re- 
elected Hon. Secretary. 

Mr. Toore: I beg to second this. I think he is im- 
proving very considerably. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Axe: I must support that. I must say there is 
a vast improvement in him. (Laughter.) 

The resolution was carried unanimously, as was also 
one relating to the re-appointment of Mr. Scriven as 
Hon. Treasurer. 

Mr. J. Carrer proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Briggs, the retiring President, remarking that he had 
worked with great energy during the year. (Applause.) 

Mr. Ax, in seconding this, said Mr. Briggs took a 
deep interest in his profession, and had been heart and 
soul with them during his year of office. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Bowman supported, and the resolution was 
carried unanimously, 


The following paper was next read : 


ON SOME OF THE COMMON DISEASES OF 
THE HORSE’S FOOT. 


By ProrgessoR PENBERTHY. 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN, 
It was with much pleasure that I received from your 
President, an old pe friend, an invitation to address 
the members of this Association. It was with eq! 
pleasure that I accepted that invitation on the condition 
that he would name a subject acceptable to the meeting. 
I am, however, bound to state that when I had submitted 
to my choice “The Diseases of the Horse’s Head” or 
“The Common Diseases of the Horse’s Foot,” I ex 
perienced a feeling of diffidence which culminates at the 
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resent moment. I have ventured to select the latter. 
fom diffident, not doubting the importance of the sub- 
ject to us as practical veterinary surgeons, or the wisdom 
of the choice, but because of my inability to deal with 
it in a comprehensive and satisfactory manner. I must 
ask your consideration for incompleteness and other im- 
perfections which must naturally accompany any attempt 
to deal in so short a time with a matter so broad and 
full of detail. I trust, for any benefit which may accrue 
to our meeting, to the outcome of your extensive ex- 
perience, which I hope will be brought to bear in any 
discussion which may follow my remarks. -It will be my 
aim to touch on some few points in connection with 
“ Laminitis”’ and “ Navicular Disease,’ whose after- 
consideration is likely to be fraught with most practical 
value. In doing so I cannot hope to advance much that 
is novel, indeed I would assume the position of student 
rather than teacher. 

“ Laminitis ”’ we are accustomed to regard as inflam- 
mation of the vascular laminz of the foot, and to differ- 
entiate three forms—the acute, sub-acute, and chronic. 
That these terms are always correctly applied I am dis- 
posed to doubt. “ Inflammation ”’ includes a series of 
phenomena which, in my opinion, does not always exist 
in cases we include under the head of laminitis. I 
believe that often the symptoms depend on congestion 
of vessels which from some cause have lost their resis- 
tance. This should perhaps be regarded as a stage of 
laminitis, for unless in a longer or shorter time the 
blood is moved onwards the phenomena essential to 
inflammation will ensue. Its occurrence is usually sud- 
den, and the symptoms, which I will not presume to 
detail, are usually well marked. It often results from 
great variations in surrounding temperatures—from hot 
to cold, or vice-versdé, or when the vessels of the foot 
have been deprived of their blood for long periods 
during congestion of large vascular internal organs, as 
the lungs or intestines, and frequently from other causes 
of injury to the vessels, as by concussion, etc. 

When we have reason for supposing this condition to 
exist, I think success in treatment most likely to follow 
measures designed to bring the vessels “ rest,’’ and at 
same time not wholly depriving them of their. blood 
supply. The horizontal position (compelling the patient 
to lie down), some purgative medicine to reduce blood 
pressure, heat, in form of poultice or swab, applied to 
the feet to relieve pain, and both the purposes affected 
by administration of sedatives reducing the heart’s action 
and dulling sensation, are practical measures in this 
direction. Should no marked improvement soon suc- 
ceed this treatment we may, I think, in the majority of 
cases, conclude that inflammatory action is established, 
and now our efforts must be even more rigorously ap- 
plied to lessening the blood pressure in the inflamed 
parts. The horizontal position is here, more than ever, 
helpful. Hot or cold water bandages, &c., applied from 
the elbow downwards, either by dilating or contracting 
the blood vessels of the limb, lessen the force of the 
heart on the inflamed area, and as we must consider the 
action of the heart as the force which directly extrudes 
the contents of these vessels and causes painful sensa- 
tions, I regard all agencies which lessen this force of 
the utmost value. Moderate purgatives which draw off 
considerable quantities of water from the blood, sys- 
tematic blood-letting, aconite, &., are remedies in 
constant use, and meeting with varying favour. These 
means I regard specially useful in obviating those 
sequels of laminitis—as pumiced foot, chronic laminitis, 
e., as well as hastening recovery. 

Another condition included under laminitis appears to 
me to be the result of blood lapping in the veins. The 
ares here are not usually so acute. the feet not so 

ne The history is probably that after a long journey or 
other exhausting influence the patient has had to stand 


for a considerable time in one position, or it may he 
that for some reason one or more limbs have remained 
for a long period with but little movement. 

In these cases we are likely to get best results if we 
increase the blood pressure ou the part by causing the 
animal to be moved about with or without rocker shoes. 
Cold, in form of ice or otherwise, applied to the feet, and 
cardiac and vascular stimulants exhibited internally. 
“ Chronic laminitis ”’ is rather a sequel of the acute and 
depending on changes induced by it than an inde- 
pendent form. 

Recognizing the fact that the most urgent symptoms 
arise from extra pressure on the nerves within the horny 
box, Professor F. Smith recommends sawing, in the 
direction of the horn fibres, through the wall from the 
coronary substance to the solar surface, the grooves ex- 
tending inwards to the horny lamin. Great care must 
be taken not to materially injure the sensitive parts of 
the foot. This operation properly performed certainly, 
in some cases, affords early relief from pain, but I am 
not in a position to speak of its practicability, especially 
regarding time necessary to recovery, and fitness for work, 
though | fear this may prove a serious obstacle to its 
general adoption. It will be gathered from what I have 
said that 1 regard the causes of laminitis as various. In 
many cases its appearance cannot easily be accounted 
for. High action I do not think so likely to induce it 
as many people assert. The predisposition is usually 
associated with heavy bodies. Slopping, heavy action, 
thin, weak hoof-horn ; and the tendency of the progeny 
to inherit these conditions from the parent I look on as 
the only hereditary elements. In the most common 
forms of this affection suppuration is comparatively rare, 
but in that occurring after parturition pus formation 
and sloughing of the hoof is more frequently met with. 
Here some changes in the foot have rendered them sus- 
ceptible to the effect of noxious matters (organisms and 
their products) which have been absorbed from a 
diseased uterus or other part. The successful manage- 
of such cases is most difficult, and in addition to those 
agencies advised in cases of acute laminitis, internal 
antiseptics, as bark, &c., should be resorted to. 

The other condition on which we propose to treat 
very briefly, “ Navicular Disease,” engages an equal, if 
not peculiar, share of our professional attention. 

Regarding its nature, notwithstanding that heretofore 
its starting point has been variously located in the per- 
forans tendon, synovial membrane, cartilage, and the 
bone itself, [ think we are now mostly agreed that it is a 
disease of bone commencing in bone, initiated by a 
more or less feeble inflammation, terminating in mole- 
cular death and absorption of bone substance and in- 
flammatory product, in some cases so rarifying the bone 
as to render it very fragile. I regard the predisposition 
to this to be hereditary, and that though the tendency 
may exist through years of the animal’s tife, that such 
changes may occur in the bone in a few days as to render 
a horse, to all appearances perfectly sound, lame for the 
remainder of his life. In its very early stages it is 
possible that the degenerative changes in the bone may 
be arrested, but experience tell us that the occurrence is 
comparatively rare, and that when we are satisfied of the 
existence of navicular disease it is usually our function 
to advise our client that curative treatment is not hope- 
ful. ‘Lhe diagnosis of the disease in its early stages is 
not easy, ‘and it is often difficult for the most ex- 
perienced to arrive at a definite conclusion even after 
considerable opportunities for observation. This, in 
association with my views expressed as to the time in 
which the disease may manifest itself, leads me to think 
that when we commit ourselves to the statement that a 
horse is “sound,” we take too much on ourselves 
(hear, hear), and that the sooner the profession as a 
whole, and as one man, discard the use of this term the 
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better. If we could agree amongst ourselves to this, the 
public must be satisfied, and I am sure our opinion 
would not be less valuable, or less valued. The terms 
“sound” or “unsound” seem to me to render our 
action mcre easily indictible, and with our formal cer- 
tificate, excite the spirit of litigation, and court legal 
action. (Applause.) I hope you will pardon this 
digression to which I was possibly partly led by the 
knowledge that this Association has recently had its 
attention much engaged on consideration of the subject 
in relation to damages against veterinary surgeons. 
Until navicular disease is fairly established and beyond 
curative treatment I fear, in the majority of cases, we 
may not be very confident of its existence. Formerly it 
was a very common mistake, and one which sometimes 
obtains now to look to the shoulders or chest for the 
seat of lameness which we attribute to changes in the 
navicular bone. Rheumatism also has come in for more 
than a fair share of credit, but at the present time I 
believe we are in a position to congratulate ourselves on 
our expertness in diagnosis of the condition. Among 
the earlier indications I have observed intermittent 
lameness which gradually became constant and charac- 
teristically shuffling. “ At rest” “ pointing’’ generally 
follows the same covrse. The form of “ point- 
ing ”’ is usually that brought about by the extension of 
the metacarpus and foot, with slight flexion induced by 
contraction of the flexor pedis perferatus, by which 
means the flexor pedis perforans is relaxed, and pressure 
on the navicular bone is obviated. The constant adop- 
tion of this position probably induces the upright or 
even bent limb so often seen in advanced cases. 
Changes in the horn are often early observed in the 
“ thrush,” and later on atrophy, sometimes called, con- 
traction of the whole foot, is evident. The disposition 
to place the toe just on the ground, and the wearing of 
the shoe at the toe, are remarkable. In our diagnosis 
we may often be aided by absence of evidence of disease 
elsewhere, the foot of the liorse being usually at mature 
age, and that hacks and roadsters are the more common 
subjects of navicular disease. My personal experience 
does not allow of the conclusion that the affection is 
confined to “ blocky, upright feet.”” But redness in the 
heel I have not been able to observe. I fail to see how 
so small a change in the substance of the bone should 
be capable of exhibiting these phenomena at such a 
distance. It is very difficult to conceive of caries in 
so small a space palpably raising the temperature of the 
skin of the feet. 

As to curative treatment, I have previously stated I 
think it is only in the very early stages that any hope 
exists. Here it is perhaps possible that “rest,” in con- 
junction with cold. applications to the foot, may avert 
the worst consequences. Frog setons are said to be of 
service, but it is difficult to see how. We may, however 
by removing sensation from the part by dividing its 
nerves,often perform useful service. Neurotomy in my ex- 
perience has been eminently serviceable. In well selected 
cases, where the foot-horn is fairly good, absence of any 
other cause of lameness above the seat of operation, evi- 
dence of any special tendency to mechanical injury in 
the feet or degeneration of tendon, I think we may 
reckon on considerable periods of usefulness after the 
operation. 

_ Unless I can satisfy myself that there is no other 
impediment to progression save navicular disease, I 
favour division of the plantar nerves above the fetlock— 
“the high operation.” If one is perfectly satisfied there 
is navicular disease and nothing else, it is certainly 
advisable to perform “the low operation ” by cutting 
the nerve as it passes down on the edge of the flexor 
tendons at the back of the suffraginis. Should the 
animal be lame after this latter operation, it is quite 


After some other remarks Professor Penberthy ex- 
pressed his desire for a hearty discussion and the results 
of the experience of members, and concluded by again 
apologising for the incompleteness of his address. * 

An animated discussion followed, in which Messrs. 
Bowman, Scott, Hardy, Greaves, Jos. Carter, Cooke, and 
J. M. Axe took part. 

On the motion of Mr. Toorg, seconded by Mr. Scorr, 
and supported by Mr. Axs, a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Professor Penberthy. 

A. F. Gregennates, Hon. Sec. 


[A correspondent forwarded us a newspaper report of 
this meeting which we took to be a full report, and we 
printed it without referring to the Hon. Sec. Mr. Green- 
halgh has now sent us the latter portion which, he tells us, 
has been waiting for the copy of the Paper read.) 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


Sterility in Pigs fed on Mangels. 

Mr. Sanders Spencer, in a letter to the Live Stock 
Journal says, I am inclined to think that the kind 
of soil, and the manner in which the mangels are 
grown, mainly with farmyard, or entirely with aiti- 
ficial manures, have great effect iu determining the 
effect of mangels on pigs in a breeding state, as in 
some parts of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambs., where 
the mangels are grown on light land, and to a great 
extent with artificial manures, it has been proved 
that boars and sows which are chiefly fed on man- 
gels become almost sterile. The periods of cestrum 
of the sows are quite as numerous, and the boars 
equally as gallant as when otherwise fed. but the 
results of the mating are frequently nil, or if the 
suw dves conceive and carry her pigs the full time 
these are often weak and puny. The use of turnips, 
swedes, carrots, or cabbages grown under similar 
conditions, does not have the same effects, so that 
one is forced to the conclusion that mangels possess 
one or more properties which affect the kidneys or 
the generative organs of the breeding pigs. Whe- 
ther these qualities are obtained solely from the 
soil or ave due to the use of a large quantity of arti- 
ficial manure, does not seem to have been deter- 
mined. It may be partially due to both causes. 
since it is well known that turnips grown on light 
lauds with the aid of artificial manures are totally 
unsuited for a stock of breeding ewes. 

During the fifteen years I have been farming in 
the county of Hunts, it has been my custom to feed 
cabbages. kohl-rabi, and mangels to a large extent 
to my pigs, the boars as well as sows, except for 
about a month after they have farrowed, living ‘0 4 
great extent on roots during the winter and early 
spring, whilst the show pigs and young boars and 
yelts which cannot be turned out to graze have 4 
certain proportion of roots, clover, or lucerne the 
summer throngh. We have never noticed any ill- 


effects to the boars or the sows from the use of man- 
gels. This may be due to their being grown on 
strong land, which well nigh each year receives 4 
light dressing of the rich manure which is made by 
my-large herd of pigs. Last season the crop of 


easy to unnerve at the fetlock. 


mangels was a very heavy one, and the the quantity 
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given to my breeding sows and stock boars far 
greater than usual, but the litters ef pigs have 
never been larger or more vigorons and lusty. 

From the above remarks it will be evident that I 
am a strong believer in the expediency avd economy 
of feeding green stuff and roots of all kinds to pigs 
of all ages, except it be the giving of mangels which 
have been grown under certain conditions on a 
limited area of the country. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


A NEW CHARTER. 


The following is forwarded to us by Mr. Mulvey at 
the writer’s request. 


Sir, 
In accordance with your request I have filled in and 


sent up the post-card I received. As you ask for ex- 
pressions of opinion, I will give you reasons why I dis- 
sent from the three propositions. 

In the first place, therefore, I think the issues are 
trivial compared to the expense and trouble of getting 
a new Charter. 

The last Charter was granted only a few years ago, 


and if any injustice was done to the members they ought 
to have spoken about it then. If they were so} 
apathetic then concerning this very great injustice to | 
themselves, 1 do not think they should complain now, | 
and,as Mr. Carter in this week’s Record says, “‘ members | 
who have entered the profession since the last Charter | 
was granted, have no right to complain.” 

The second question is really of little importance to 
the profession generally. 

The question of the Dual Appointment is, in my | 
opinion, the most vital. I will admit that, theoreti- | 
cally, there is something objectionable in the act of a | 
man voting himself into an appointment with pay at-_ 
tached to it. But the practical question which we have to 
look at, is, if all the members of Council at present 
Examiners were taken away from the Examining Board, 
(and I think the majority would stick to the Council) 
would there be a sufficient number of competent new 
Examiners forthcoming ? 

_ My experience of Veterinary Examiners, small though 
it be, leads me to say emphatically, no! When I was 
passing through the College the alterations, alloting two 
Examiners to each table, were made, and I had therefore 
an opportunity of going before two or three uew Veteri- 
nary Surgeon Examiners. My experience, and that of 
several students with whom I compared notes, was that 
they were afraid of going beyond the most elementary 
questions for fear of getting out of their depth. 

_ There are few men have the reqisites for an examiner ; 
it needs special training, and the general practitioner has 
seldom an opportunity for such training. | We have on 
our Council several men who are experienced Examiners 
and good Councilmen, and I think we ought to hesitate 
a long time before shelving them and putting the exami- 
nations into fresh hands. 

And, here, although this has nothing to do with the 

uestion in hand, I must say that I do not agree with 
those who would have none but veterinary surgeons 
on the Examining Board. 

We have subjects in the Curriculum such as Botany, 
Chemistry, Physiology and Pathology, which essentially 
sonia specialists as Examiners, and I think we cannot 

onestly say we have any specialists, not teachers, on 


these subjects among our members. 


But to return, with regard to the result of this post- 
card arrangement, [I do not doubt that you will get a 
big majority. The reason has lately become obvious, 
for although the leaders of the movement may give their 
arguments ever so definitely concerning the three points 
to be altered, yet with the magic “ New Charter” a 
great many think they will be able to stup an unquali- 
fied man from treating a case or docking a horse. 
I know this statement will be stoutly denied, but we 
have absolute proof of this in the last report of the 
Lincolnshire V. M. Association. 

At this meeting fire gentlemen are reported to have 
spoken about the New Charter as if it were going to 
stop empiricism. And we have no reason to suppose 
that these Lincolnshire gentlemen are bigger fools than 
a great many other veterinary surgeons. 

Yours truly, E. E. Martin, M.R.C.V.S. 


EXAMINATION REGULATIONS, 
(A SrupEnt’s GRIEVANCE). 


Dear 

I should like to call attention through the columns of 
your paper to the inconsiderate manner in which stu- 
dents presenting themselves before the Board of 
Examiners of the Royal College are treated in Edin- 
burgh. 

Though a list is posted showing the order in which 
students go up for examination, there is no indication 


_of the number of students examined on each day, nor of 


the hour when each is to present himself. 

The waiting-room accommodation is of the most 
meagre description, and many students are thus con- 
demned to spend the greater part of one, if not two days, 
loafing about the neighbouring streets. 

It would surely be a simple matter to remedy this. If 
even the number of hours the Examining Board in- 
tended sitting each day was intimated it would save 
candidates much discomfort and would not fatigue the 
Secretary to any great extent. 

I am yours faithfully, 


MR. GREAVES’ DISSERTATION. 


Dear Str, 

It is only through the medium of your excellent 
Record that we poor country-men can ascertain what is 
going on in the great world of “ Progress and Wisdom.”’ 
On perusing Mr. Greaves’ paper, read before the 
8.M.V.A., various ard conflicting thoughts rushed 
through my mind, or what we in rabbit parlance call our 
“thinkin machine,” not the least prominent being the 
question why, after the most emphatic voice of the pro- 
fession, in reference to several vital questions, the re- 
doubtable “ Manchester Gamaliel’’ does not retire from 
the “ Arena of Strife’’ and seek that repose in some Ar- 
cadian spot, which I am sure everyone who has observed 
his career, or had the pleasure (/) of listening to his 
utterances, will admit he is well deserving of / 

Personally I feelthata great slur is cast upon our worthy 
teachers, and here I specially refer to those of the R.V.C. 
by such random assertions and wild statements. _—_Is it 
a gentle reminder to the Authorities that there is one 
man in existence, who is capable of fulfilling the office of 
instructor, and who would thereby gain the honourable 
title of Prefessor! If this aspirant would only take 
the trouble to ascertain facts, he would find that the 
majoiity of the operations he mentions are performed with- 
in the wallsof the R.V.C. by the students, many of whom 
would compare not unfavourably as operators, with the 
hero of the great Cottonopolis himself. True, they may 
not yet have reached the summit of surgical skill, by 
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being able to perform that triumph of veterinary sur- 


gery, known as “ Stripping the Sole” but under the 
tuition of its noble expounder I make no doubi they 
would eventually succeed. I venture to assert that 
many of our Class B men could put questions to this 
entleman concerning the different causes of variation 
in blood pressure that might possibly stagger this self- 
created, modern A®sculapius himself. Surely, before an 
individual of his known mental calibre arrogates to 
himself the function of criticising the modes by which 
knowledge should be imparted to students, he should at 
least possess some qualifications, before assuming the 
role of mentor. Why does he not say in so many words, 
that any young man who presumes to attain the dignity 
of M.R.C.V.S., will be a failure unless he pass through 
the Manchester mill, even though it be a “ Knotty” 
one. It would be amusing if it were not painful to 
read at.d notice all his observations. Science Mr. G—! 
What is Science? Truth. Go further still and, with 
Pilate—ask, what is truth / 
Ponder this my noble friend, read us a paper on 
“ Philanthropic aspirations” in reference, or applied 
to Veterinary Politics; but please do omit, mercy, com- 
eon ap &c., especially when it is remembered that the 
riends of a deceased member are not accepting charity, 
but only their just due, in consideration of the fact that 
the departed one has regularly paid his subscription to 
the funds of the Association, or if you prefer it “ Insur- 
ance Office”’ Do not, my friend, withdraw the glor- 
ious effulgence of your patronage, though the Poet says— 
“The stars shall fade away, 
The Sun himself grow dim with age.” 
from these benevolent Societies, or what will become of 
those needy ones in future ? 
I am Sir, your obedient Servant, 
Brer. 


EXAMS, AT THE R.V.C. 


Dear Sir, 

I wish to make a few remarks on the “ Monthly 
Exams.” at the “ Royal Veterinary College.” 1 believe 
they were instituted to see what progress the students 
made in their studies, but as conducted at present, they 
seem to be rather of a farce. It is well-known that 
some gentlemen (/) bring in their note books etc., to 
refresh their memories: this is not fair to the others, 
as I think these marks go towards the Class Prize. lt 
is also notorious that cribbing takes place at the 
“ Matric Exam.” 

Surely if Exams. are held they should be conducted in 
such a manner as to make cribbing impossible, and not 
in the loose way as at present. 

Yours faithfully, I. W. C. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Bompay V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. J. H. Steel, v.n.c.v.s., F.z.8. 
Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq.. M.v., B.sc., L.v.se. 
Of. Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, ¢..v.c., Bombay Vet. Coil. 


Borpek Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. 'T. Greaves, r.x.c.v.s., Knott Mill, Manchester. 
Hon. See: Mr. J . Armstrong, M.R.C.V.8., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, First Friday of Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. 

Caucurra V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.rc.v.s. 


Centra, V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. F. G. Samson, M.RB.c.v.8., 
Upper Green, Mitcham, Surrey. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sidney Villar, F.x.c.v.s., Harrow-on-the-Hill. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, at 7 p.m, 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. J. Kitchin, m.r.c.v.s., Norwich. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. R. 8. Barcham, m.z.c.v.s., North Walsham. 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, }'eb. and July. 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, r.n.c.v.s., 12 North-circular-road, Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, m.n.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHireE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.R.c.v.s., Brick-st., Manchester. 
Alon. Sec : Mr. Peter Pike, m.r.c.v.s., Manchester. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LinconnsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr.¥. L. Gooch, r.x.c.v.s., Stamford, Lincolnshire 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, .n.c.v.s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mipitanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.c.v.s. 17 Church Lane, London,E. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s., 
Holiday-street Wharf, Birmingham. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. 


‘ NarionaL Ver. AssoctaTIion. 
Pres: Mr. T. Simcocks, r.n.c.v.s., Drogeda. 
Sec: Mr. G. A. Banham, r.x.c.v.s., Downing-st., Cambridge. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. ¥F. Wragg, F.8.c.v.3., 
17 Church-lane, Whitechapel. 


Norrn or V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. J. W. T. Moore, F.R.¢.v.8., 
16 Albany Terrace, Whitley, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.c.v.s., 


2 Holly Avenue, Killingworth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Royat Counties V.M.A. 
Pres : Mr. A. Wheatley, r.n.c.v.s., Reading, Berks. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Kidd, r.x.c.v.s., Hungerford, Berks. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scorrisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. ' 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat VetTertmnary M.A. 
Pres: Prof. J. Penberthy. 
Hon. Sec: Prof. J. Macqueen. 


Scorrish Merroponiran V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. H. Thompson, w.x.c.v.s., Aspatria, Cumberland. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Rutherford, m.r.c.v.s., 
12 Bread Street, Edinburgh. 


Sours aNp Nortn Yorksurre V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. T. Pickering, ¥.x.c.v.s., Monk Bar, York. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June. Sept. and ,Dec. 


SourHern Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. F. Raymond, F.R.c.v.s., A.v.D., 
P. House, Woolwich. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. A. Hollingham, 

79 Anerley Road, London, 8.E. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. P. Heath, u.x.c.v.s., Southernhay, Exeter. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Penhale, r.x.c.v.s., Barnstaple, Devon. 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 


| Pres; Mr. A. Robinson, F.R.c.v.s., 


37 West Burn-street, Greenock, N.B. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. James Weir. 

Yorxsurre V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. T. C. Toope, .n.c.v.s., Knaresborough. 

Hon. Sec: W. F. Greenhalgh, m.x.c.v s., Hunslet, Leeds. 


Hon. See: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October 
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